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THE COMPARISON OF EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND THE BACHELOR OF
MUSIC CURRICULUM AMONG THE ASEAN UNIVERSITIES:
THE CASE STUDY OF MAHASARAKHAM UNIVERSITY AND
HO CHI MINH CITY CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC
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This is qualitative research which aims to 1) examine the instructional management of the
College of Music, Mahasarakham University and the Ho Chi Minh Conservatory of Music; and 2)
compare the instructional management and curriculum between the College of Music, Mahasarakham
University and the Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music. The research instrument consists of the
interview guides and the observation form by examining for validity with experts.

The results are as follows:

- Policy and Plan: The College of Music, Mahasarakham University focuses on producing
Graduates with highly quality music knowledge and skills. The Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music
focuses on producing graduates with expertise in music, being as a music performer, a music teacher,
a singer and a musician in the orchestra.

- Curriculum: The music curriculum of College of Music, Mahasarakham University is a modern
course based on quality criteria and standard of national and international in accordance with the
Higher Education Qualifications Framework (TQF) in order to prepare for the ASEAN and international
communities. The program starts from high school (pre-college) to doctoral program. The music
program of the Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music is based on the concepts of the president of
Ho Chi Minh. The curriculum is European instructional model. The program starts from primary school
to doctoral program.

- Instructor: The College of Music, Mahasarakham University instructors graduated either a
master or a doctoral degree, from Thailand and Philippines. The Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of
Music instructors graduated either a bachelor, a master or a doctoral degree, from Vietnam and
Foreign countries such as Russia, French, German, Bulgaria, USA, Australia, Korea and Japan.

- Student: The College of Music, Mahasarakham University consists of 390 current, while the Ho
Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music consists of more than 5,000 current students.

- Teaching and learning technique: The College of Music, Mahasarakham University and the Ho
Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music use similarly in teaching and learning technique. In terms of the
theory subjects, the contents are taught in descriptive technique. The College of Music,

Mahasarakham University uses PowerPoint presentation and the Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of
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Music uses blackboard. In terms of the practical subjects, the instructors of the Ho Chi Minh City
Conservatory of Music use the demonstrative technique, while the instructors of the College of Music,
Mahasarakham University use technological tool such as music software and YouTube in order to
present the samples.

- Teaching and learning Activities: Both the College of Music, Mahasarakham University and the
Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music use similarly in teaching and learning activities such as
concert, workshop and master class for students and instructors; support student for a nation and
international competition.

- Instructional media and tools: The College of Music, Mahasarakham University provides music
instruments, Thai and English textbooks, computers, projectors and modern light and sound systems.
The Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music provides music instruments, Vietnamese, Russian and
English textbooks.

- Evaluation and Assessment: Both the College of Music, Mahasarakham University and the Ho
Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music use similarly in criterion referenced evaluation, but difference in

assessment criteria.

Keywords: Music; Comparison; Music Curriculum
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