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Writing an abstract




What is an abstract?

An abstract is a concise summary of a research paper or entire
thesis.




Selection:

* Abstracts allow readers who may

Why write an be interested in the paper to
abstract? quickly decide whether it is

relevant to their purposes and
whether they need to read the
whole paper.




Why write an
abstract?

Indexing:

Most academic journal databases
accessed through the library
enable you to search abstracts. This
allows for quick retrieval by users.
Abstracts must incorporate the key

terms that a potential researcher
would use to search.



submission of articles to journals

Wh en to application for research grants

write | o f
completion and submission o
abstracts? theses

submission of proposals for

conference papers




What to include
in an abstract

1. Reason for writing:

What is the importance
of the research?

Why would a reader be

interested in the larger
work?



What to include
in an abstract

2. Problem:

What problem does this
work attempt to solve?

What is the scope of the
project?

What is the main
argument, thesis or claim?



What to include
in an abstract

3. Methodology:

An abstract of a scientific
work may include specific
models or approaches used
in the larger study.

Other abstracts may
describe the types of

evidence used in the
research.



What to include
in an abstract

4. Results:

An abstract of a scientific
work may include specific
data that indicates the
results of the project.

Other abstracts may discuss

the findings in a more
general way.



What to include
in an abstract

5. Implications:

How does this work add to
the body of knowledge on
the topic?

Are there any practical or
theoretical applications from
your findings or implications
for future research?



A structured abstract

» Abstract - a short summary of the article
» Keywords - words that describe key aspects of the article

 Introduction and statement of problem - identifies the
need for the research question. In rigorous research, may
include a hypothesis which is supported or refuted
accordingly

» Review of the literature - places the work in context

» Methodology - explains the methods so others can replicate
the study

- Data collection - describes the process and points out
potential omissions

* Analysis - examines data by qualitative or quantitative
means, states whether research question or hypothesis was
proven or disproven

» Conclusions and recommendations for further research -
accounts for results, suggests explanations, points out
things that may have been overlooked, and suggests areas
for further research

» References - a list of research consulted.




Commonly-used
sections in an abstract

* OBJECTIVE

* METHODS

* RESULTS

* CONCLUSIONS




Writing a research paper for
publication



How to work out what
your paper is about

 What are the most important
conclusions from your research?

e Who is the best audience to know about
this work?

* Making contribution to any one

T particular theory or question?



Selecting a journal

* What’s the journals standing?

* Is my research relevant to the
journal?

* Are readers the right audience for
this material?




Tounem Journal of Sustainable Tourism >

Sustamnable
Submit an article Journal homepage = New content alerts M RSS && Citation search
Contents

e About the Journal
e Peer Review

e Preparing Your Paper
LO O k at t h e © Structure

- - o Word Limits
I n St ru Ct l O n S fo r' o Style Guidelines
o Formatting and Templates
o References
authors - ichinakiist
e Using Third-Party Material
e Submitting Your Paper
e Data Sharing Policy
e Publication Charges
e Copyright Options
e Complying with Funding Agencies
e Open Access
e My Authored Works
e Reprints



Use other published papers as
examples

* How long are the different sections of the
paper?

e How have others described the method
used?

 What types of the analysis of the data or

ﬁ = introduced the concepts?




Sections Order written

Title 1
Abstract

Introduction

Aims (last bit of introduction)
Methods

Results (Findings) Tables and Figures
Results (Findings) text

Discussion

Conclusions

Acknowledgments

[EY
o

Different
Structures
Different

Journals

O W 0 O N A N N

[EEY
[EEY

References




Titles, 1. Main results

Aims, & 2. Important of results
Conclusions 3. So what?







Turning circles into a triangle

The literature relating
to your topic




Writing

methods

Often first to write

Easiest: have obvious structure and
content

Challenging: use a few words as possible
to clearly described what you did

Describe what you did, not there was a
problem what your did



mportant of context
in methods

* Remember that readers can
be anywhere in the world.
They have to understand the
context of where you did the
work




Results/Findings

Highlight or
summarize

Highlight or summarize important results

Text must match any tables or figures

Put the most important information first, in the first part of a section,
in the first sentence in a paragraph, and in the first words in a
senctence




° o
.........

How many tables do you need and
do you any?

How many rows and columns are
required?

Do not use spaces and tabs

ables

Journals hate too much white spaces




Discussions

 Why they are important, and their limits.
e Often longer than introductions

 Start directly summarizing answers to aims in
first paragraph

* Then paragraphs relating key results in relation
to literature, e.g. contribution to knowledge

* Practical implications of research
e Research limitations and further research




Just before submitting

* Reread the author’s guidelines to
make sure you have formatted the
manuscript, tables and figures
correctly including the references,
& that is not too long.

* Double check all references in text
are in reference list and the reverse.

* Have the final version proofread —
particular the references.



IT'S TIME TO SUBMIT.
WHERE TO START?







Guide to
authors

(Instructions
for authors)

* The kind of papers that are included:

e the maximum length of a paper (either in
pages or in number of words)

* the maximum number of graphs and
tables

* the reference style and lay-out

* the expected sub-headings in the paper
* Etc.



* Papers are too long

Common mistakes * Papers are exceeding the
limit of the journal



Ethics

* Is it conducted on animals or people?
* Did you obtain permission?
* Did you have IRB approval certificate?




 Know the way editors operate
* A quick look at the title and abstract for initial decision

* Reject d out f iew?
JOU rna eJec. or tsen out for review
: * Contribution to knowledge?
Operat oL * Appropriateness of the research?

p FOCESS * Ethical considerations around the study
e Quality of the research methods used and

* Relationship between your Discussion, Conclusion-and
Recommendations and your actual Findings/Results



Possible editorials
decisions

1. Your paper is accepted
straightaway without any
changes;

2. Your paper is conditionally
accepted with the condition
that you make certain minor
changes

3. You are invited to resubmit
your paper with the
condition that you make
certain major changes

4. Your paper is rejected.
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On publication

* Enjoy

e Update your CV or
web pages
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Theoretical/  IiE
Conceptual
Soundness




Does the article have a main thesis statement
or argument?

Does the article make reference to previous

related research or theories?

Theoretica l/ Does the article justify/apply the theory, if any,
Conceptua| Soundness behind the research?

Does the article should correctly interpret and
appropriately synthesis relevant prior research?

Are any new hypothesis, if any, clearly stated
and tested?




Methodological ~ J}§
Soundness




While research in the arts is generally different than more
technical fields, the article should include background,
objectives, subjects, methodology, data analysis and
conclusions. Articles concerning the arts may present these
aspects of a journal article in a style more relevant to the
field (e.g. interpretation of scores or paintings for “data
analysis”).

Methodological
Soundness

The reviewer should comment accurately and constructively
upon the quality of the material covered.

Are the conclusions and/or
Is the material coherent? implications correctly
derived from the research?




"I} Contribution o




Contribution

Does the article bridge the
knowledge gap in the
discipline?

Does the article advance
knowledge in/of the
discipline?

Are the findings and
implications significant to
their field?

Is the paper of interest to at
least a portion of the field?

The article should also
discuss the implications of
the reported project, and/or
report on any conclusions or
products, which may be of
relevance to future research,
development or practice.




"I} Communication °




Communication

Is the article
acceptable in
terms of linguistic
accuracy, clarity
and coherence?

Is the
argument/thesis
statement
supported with
adequate theories
and evidence?

Is the article
clearly written
and the major

points easily

grasped?

Is the article laid
out in a logical
format?




Data



Data

Are tables and figures relevant? Has the article been laid out according
to the format required by the journal?



Overall Il
Quality




Overall Quality

The reviewer should comment on
major strengths and weaknesses of
the manuscript as a written
communication, independent of
the design, methodology, results,
and interpretation of the study.

If the reviewers suspect
misconduct, they should notify the
Editor in Chief in confidence and
should not share their concerns
with other parties unless officially
notified by the journal that they
may do so.

The reviewer’s comments to the
author should be constructive,
professional and specific. While
being critical, reviewers should
provide suggestions for
improvements that would enhance
the quality of the article.

There are also spaces for comments
in the reviewer form to discuss
aspects of the article that does not
fit exactly into the above
categories.
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Thank You
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INTERNATIONAL MUSIC JOURNAL

Music Education

INTERHATIONAL JOURMAL OF

MUSIC EDUCATION

Music
Education
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MUSIC RELATED
DISCIPLINES

Education
Cultural studies

Social sciences
Policy

Management

Psychology




WHERE TO PUBLISH?

Searching for music journals
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creative realms. Moreover, JUCR supports advocacy processes, improvements in practices, and encourages supportive public
policy-making related to cultural resources.

JUCR is an open access, non-profit publication that does not charge any fees for submission nor publication. Articles submitted
for consideration into JUCR are accepted with the understanding that the author has not previously submitted it to another
Journal or have published its contents elsewhere. JUCR uses individual volume numbers for each issue published in June and
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Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences Studies (HASSE) is a double-blinded peer-reviewed, open-access journal
published by Silpakorn University, Thailand. The main objective is to provide a forum for researchers in the fields of
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